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Port-of-Spain --- Residents and well-wishers of the community of Blanchisseuse, enthusiastically 

welcomed staff of the Ministry of Social Development and Family Services to their community centre on 

Saturday February 6th 2021, as part of an outreach initiative hosted by the Land and Settlement Agency 

(LSA).  

 

Traditionally described as a fishing village, the community of Blanchisseuse has been especially impacted 

by COVID-19 restrictions, which have limited opportunities for diverse income streams, particularly for 

villagers who are self-employed. As such, the Ministry of Social Development and Family Services was 

one of several state institutions and peer agencies invited by the LSA to promote its programs, grants and 

services, in the interest of improving the lives of vulnerable individuals and households within the area. 

Other booth holders included the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, the National Commission 

for Self-Help, the Housing Development Corporation and the Trinidad and Tobago Mortgage Finance 

Company. 

 

In keeping with the Ministry’s thrust to build resilience across families and communities, so that the most 

vulnerable are enabled to withstand economic and other types of shocks, the Ministry took the opportunity 

to showcase its Minor House Repair, Sanitary Plumbing and House Wiring Assistance facilities, which are 

some of the core grants offered under its National Social Development Programme (NSDP). This was 

complemented by information about the Sowing Empowerment through Entrepreneurial Development 

(SEED) Programme, which is also promoted under the NSDP, and supports the development of 

entrepreneurs who cannot qualify for assistance at the established financial institutions. Several persons 

were also eager to access information about disability assistance for adults and minors.  

 

Additionally, representatives from the Ministry’s National Family Services Division were on hand to 

provide critical information to address issues such as proper parenting, coping with stress, domestic 

violence, as well as, counselling and psycho-social support services for couples, children and families in 

crisis.  

 

 

 

 



 

The Ministry of Social Development and Family Services congratulates the Land Settlement Agency on 

the success of this initiative and remains committed to helping, empowering and transforming the lives of 

all persons. 

 

-End- 

 

For more information: 

Communications Unit  

Ministry of Social Development and Family Services 

(868) 623-2608; Ext 5405/5432   

cceu@social.gov.tt 
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Figure 1: Staff of the Ministry of Social Development and Family Services participate in the Land Settlement Agency's 
Blanchisseuse Community Outreach. 

 

 

 



 

 

Figure 2: A cross-section of the attendees and booth exhibitors at the Land Settlement Agency's Blanchisseuse Community 
Outreach 

 

 


